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BAUCUS
Statement by Senator Max Baucus
February 15, 1990
I was both surprised and encouraged to learn
that Senator Burns supports a partial solution to
formally designate one million acres of wilderness
and simultaneously release three million acres for
multiple use management.
While I realize this is not a complete
solution, I stand ready to negotiate difficult
outstanding issues at a later time. If Senator
Burns stands by this, I think we can do business on
the wilderness question this year. And a balanced,
fair bill means jobs for Montana.
With an issue this contentious and difficult, I
believe it makes sense to act only on those areas
where there is general agreement about wilderness
and release. The remaining areas can then be left
in their existing physical state for a finite period
of time or until Montanans and their congressional
delegation reach an agreement. I did not disagree
with Senator Burns' 'release only' approach because
it was piecemeal. I disagreed with it because I
thought it was one-sided and unable to pass
Congress. We can't create jobs with a bill that
won't see the light of day in Congress.
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Last fall my staff and I initiated a total at
least thirty five meetings and telephone conferences
with Senator Burns or his staff. As these sessions
progressed, we discussed almost precisely this kind
of "partial solution' approach. However it is my
distinct recollection that this approach was
unacceptable to Senator Burns. There must have been
some miscommunication.
I stand ready to meet with Senator Burns
immediately to draft a bill incorporating this
approach. This is the best news I've heard on this
issue in a long time. I
